



MODERN VANITY DESK 

FINAL DIMENSIONS 

4’ wide x 30” tall X 18” deep 

MATERIALS LIST 

1- Full 4x8 sheet of 3/4 plywood 

1 - Quarter 2x4 sheet of 1/4” plywood 

4 - 2x2x8 

1 - 1x6x8 

I used dowels to join the base of this desk, but you can use any joinery method you 

feel comfortable with. If using pocket holes, the dimensions are the same.  

I also built the middle section to be a lift up compartment. You can replace that for 

another drawer by keeping the top section whole and building another drawer.  



CUT LIST 

3/4” Sheet of plywood 

1 @ 48” x 18” - Desk Bottom 

2 @ 48” x 16” - Desk Top (Sides) 

1 @ 15-7/8” - Desk Top (Middle) 

4 @ 18” x 3-1/2” - Sides of Drawer Boxes 

2 @ 16-1/2” x 3-1/2” - Sides of Center Compartment 

2 @ 16” x 3-1/2” - Front and Back of Center Compartment 

2 @ 14-1/2” x 3-1/2” - Backs of Drawer Boxes 

4 @ 17” x 3” - Drawer Sides 

4 @ 12” x 3” - Drawer fronts and backs 

1x6x8 

2 @ 16” x 5” - Side Drawer Fronts 

1 @ 15-7/8” x 5” - Middle Compartment Front  



2x2x8 

(Some of the cuts below will have a 10 degree angle cut on their ends. I find it’s best to cut 

these oversize then cut the angles to fit.)  

3 @ 45” - Stretchers 

2 @ 25” - Back Legs 

2 @ 26” - Front Legs (These legs will have a 10 degree angle cut on both ends. The 

final measurement ends up being closer to 25-25/64” from long point to long point)  

2 @ 18” - Bottom Side Stretchers (These will have a 10 degree angle on one end. 

Final length will be 17-13/32” from the long point.) 

2 @ 14” - Top Side Stretchers (These will have a 10 degree angle on one end. Final 

length will be 13-17/64” from the long point.) 

Quarter Sheet of 1/4” Plywood 

2 @ 16-3/8” x 12-1/2” - Drawer Bottoms 



STEP 1 

Cut the 3/4 plywood pieces to size and assemble the boxes that will house the 

drawers. 

Using pocket holes, attach two sides pieces to one back piece to create a “U” shape. 

Then using pocket holes again, attach that “U” shape to the Desk Top (side) pieces.  

(These are assembled upside down so you will not see any holes on the top of the 

table when it is finished.) 

STEP 2 

Build the Drawers.  

Before assembling the drawers, cut a 1/4” groove in the bottom of each piece that 

starts 1/4” up from the bottom. This groove will hold the drawer bottom panel. 

Cut the 1/4” plywood to size, then assemble the drawers using pocket holes. 

The front and back parts of the drawer should be in between the drawer sides as 

pictured below. 



STEP 3 

Install the drawer slides. Since the Drawer boxes were built upside down in step 1, 

make sure you are placing the drawer slides the correct way.  

STEP 4 

Now that the drawer slides are installed you can attach the Drawer boxes you built in 

Step 1 to the bottom of the desk.  

Since this is the underside of the desk you can just countersink the holes and screw 

them in place, the screw holes will not be seen. (If the holes under the table bother 

you, you can fill them in with wood filler or dowels.) 

 

STEP 5 

Assemble the pieces for the center compartment.  

Create a box with the pieces below using pocket holes or screws from the outside 

2 @ 16-1/2” x 3-1/2” - Sides of Center Compartment 

2 @ 16” x 3-1/2” - Front and Back of Center Compartment 



Then attach it to the desk with glue and screws from the underside. Also make sure to 

screw it to the sides of the Drawer Boxes so it is secure.  

 



STEP 6 

Assemble the legs. 

Cut the leg pieces to size. The length of the angled pieces might be a bit difficult to 

cut precisely, the best way to do this is by lining up the pieces where you want them, 

marking them, then cutting on that line.  

All the angles should be cut at around 10 degrees. It doesn’t matter if you are off by 

that degree a little, as long as you are cutting them all to the same degree. 

The desk top should have around a 2” overhang from the legs so the angled legs do 

not stick out from under the table so much. 

 

To join these pieces together I used dowels. You can also use pocket holes on the 

underside if you like.  



STEP 7 

Connect the two legs. 

Cut the long stretchers to size and attach them to the two legs. 

Again, I used dowels to attach them, you can use pocket holes or whatever joinery 

method you prefer. 

Step 8 

Install the lift up lid using a piano hinge or hinge of choice. 

 



STEP 9 

Cut the drawer fronts to size. 

Then attach them to the drawers and center compartment. 

Use screws from inside the drawers to attach the drawer fronts to the drawers.  

You can use pocket holes to attach the center compartment front or corner “L” 

brackets. If using brackets you will need to route out a space for them to fit.  

  

STEP 10 

Attach the desk to the base. 

You can screw the top to the base, I prefer to use Figure “8” Table Top Fasteners. 

And you’re done!


