



MODERN NIGHT STAND 

FINAL DIMENSIONS 

19” Wide x 17” Deep x 25-3/4” Tall 

MATERIALS LIST 

3 - 1x6 @ 8’ Long 

3 - 2x2 @ 10’ Long 
Or 

30 Board Feet of 5/4 Lumber 

1 - 2x4 Sheet of 1/2” Plywood 

1 - 2x2 Sheet of 1/4” Plywood 

The plans are based off of 5/4 lumber to make the base, which ends up being 
1-1/16” thick.  

Feel free to use anything you can get your hands on or what you feel comfortable 
using. To accommodate any changes, use referential measurements.  



CUT LIST 

 

3 - 1x6 @ 8’ Long 

(These should be cut to length 
after you glue them up to make 
16-1/2” wide panels, except for 

the drawer front.) 

2 @ 5-1/2” x 16-1/2” - Drawer 
Box Sides 

2 @ 18-1/2” x 16-1/2” - Drawer 
Box Top and Bottom Shelf 

1 @ 17-3/4” x 16-1/2” - Drawer 
Box Bottom 

1 @ 17-1/2 x 5” - Drawer Front  
(cut to size after build drawer) 



 
3 - 2x2 @ 10’ Long 

Or 
30 Board Feet of 5/4 Lumber 

(These should be cut after you assemble the Drawer 
Box so you can reference the actual box to get the 

perfect fit) 

4 @ 25-3/4 - Legs 
(Bedside tables should be as high as your mattress, 

so measure your bed accordingly) 

6 @ 17-3/4 - Front and Back Pieces 

6 @ 15-3/4 - Side Pieces 

 



 

1 - 2x4 Sheet of 1/2” Plywood 

1 @ 18-1/2” x 16-1/2” - Bottom  
Support for Drawer Box 

1 @ 17-3/4” x 5-3/16” - Back of Drawer 
Box 

2 @ 15-3/4” x 4-7/16” - Drawer Sides 

1@ 15-1/2” x 16” - Drawer Back 

 

1 - 2x2 Sheet of 1/4” Plywood 

1 @ 16” x 15-1/2” - Drawer Bottom 



STEP 1 

Glue up the 1x6’s so you have a 16 1/2” wide panel that’s about 6’ long.  

STEP 2 

Cut the panel to size so you have the parts listed above.  
In order for the grain to flow nicely cut the 5-1/2” Drawer Side first, then cut the top 

18-1/2” Drawer Box Top and then cut the second 5-1/2” Drawer Side.  

The Drawer Box Bottom won’t be seen so grain does not matter.  

STEP 3 

Make the tongues on all sides of the Drawer Box Top and Bottom Shelf.  

The tongue should be 1/4” thick and 3/8” deep. You will need to notch the corners 
away to make room for the leg. 

(If you are installing a wireless charger, now would be the time to router out the 
pocket on the Drawer Box Top.) 

At this time also make the 1/4” rabbet on the 1/2” plywood that will be the Drawer 
Box Support. 



STEP 4 

Assemble the Drawer Box. 

I used dowels to join these parts, use whatever joinery method you prefer.  

Start by attaching the Drawer Box Sides to the Drawer Box Bottom. 
 

Then Attach the Drawer Box Top to the Drawer Box Sides.  

The tongues should overhang the Drawer Box Sides widthwise but they should be 
flush with the Drawer Box Sides lengthwise. 

 



STEP 5 

Cut the Base Pieces to size based on the final dimensions of the Drawer Box. 

STEP 6 

Route a groove in all the side, front and back pieces. 

 

No matter what thickness material you decide to use for the base, make sure the 
groove is 1/4” from the edge of the pieces so that it will sit flush with the Drawer Box 

Top. 



STEP 7 

Make a notch in the front and back of the Drawer Box Sides to accommodate the 
front and back pieces. 

The size of this notch may vary depending on what thickness material you are using 
for the base.  

 

Below is a side view of the Drawer Box.  

 



STEP 8 

Assemble both Sides of the base.  

The top of the middle side pieces should land right where the bottom of the Drawer 
Box will go.  



STEP 9 

Start the assembly! 

Lay down the side piece you glued up in STEP 8, insert the Drawer Box into the 
groove making sure to only put glue in the center to allow for wood movement.  

Then insert the 1/2” plywood into the middle groove, put glue all over since plywood 
is dimensionally stable.  

Lastly insert the Bottom Shelf, again, only gluing the middle portion of the panel.  

Then attach the front and back pieces on the tongues of all the parts and connect 
them to the side piece (I used dowels).  

Lastly, attach the second side piece you glued up in STEP 8. 



STEP 10 

Based on of the opening dimensions of the Drawer Box, build the drawer! 

These drawers are made using the 1/2” plywood, but feel free to use any material 
you like.  

Make a 1/4” groove 1/4” up from the bottom of the drawer parts to hold the drawer 
bottom.  

Make a dado in the back of the drawer sides to hold the drawer back. 

Cut the drawer back to the top of the bottom groove so you can slide the 1/4” 
drawer bottom into place. 

 



Step 11 

Cut the Drawer front to size and attach it.  

Attach the 1/2” plywood for the drawer back. 
 

  

Just add some hardware and its done!


